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Country Resources

Topographic
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
EVGmap 1000 North Korea Vector Data EVG 1:1,000,000 2008 4
South Korea 1:250,000 Scale Topographic Maps GSI 1:250,000 1997 – 2003 21
Japan 1:1,000,000 Scale Topographic Maps (English) GSI 1:1,000,000 2010 3
Japan 1:1,000,000 Scale Topographic Maps (Japanese) GSI 1:1,000,000 2010 3

Nautical
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
South Korea Nautical Charts (All Scales) KHOA Varies 2009 – 2025 463

Geoscientific
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Japan 1:2,000,000 Scale Volcanic Geology Map GSJ 1:2,000,000 1981 1
China 1:2,500,000 Scale Quaternary Geological Map (9 sheets) GPH 1:2,500,000 1990 1
China 1:4,000,000 Scale Geological Map (2 sheets) GPH 1:4,000,000 1977 1
China 1:5,000,000 Scale Metallic Resources Map GPH 1:5,000,000 1992 1
China 1:5,000,000 Scale Mineral Resources Map GPH 1:5,000,000 1992 1
China 1:5,000,000 Scale Nonmetallic Resources Map GPH 1:5,000,000 1992 1

Thematic
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
The World 1:30,000,000 Scale Topographic Map Series 1145 (NGA) DMA 1:30,000,000 2

Global Census Archive: GIS Census Data

East View Geospatial has an ongoing effort to add GIS census data to our Global Census Archive program. Please contact us for the status
and availability of South Korea census resources.

Global Resources

Topographic
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Soviet Military City Plans VTU GSh Varies 1944 – 2003 3,020
Soviet Military 1:100,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:100,000 1947 – 1999 24,897
Soviet Military 1:200,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:200,000 1949 – 2009 17,799
Soviet Military 1:500,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:500,000 1953 – 1998 3,093
Soviet Military 1:1,000,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:1,000,000 1948 – 1994 1,089

https://geospatial.com/?pdf=true
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/HKJ3CGCXT048M2TY1SJJ7YG6G7/EVGmap-1000-North-Korea-Vector-Data
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/N8VDNAXDH3VZMQPZ3NTRX5ESH4/South-Korea-1-to-250000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/Q0ENG7Q9V43N4FPQED9EZFSX75/Japan-1-to-1000000-Scale-Topographic-Maps-English
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/2M46CFX3TTZ9M0E15HQXKEAM97/Japan-1-to-1000000-Scale-Topographic-Maps-Japanese
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/QQ59SP1947MT4JAVRPSYR8MQD6/South-Korea-Nautical-Charts-All-Scales
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/4HB9PHW54AQ54BARS0F12W89R7/Japan-1-to-2000000-Scale-Volcanic-Geology-Map
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/QSHH7ZHVZMZCMKAVE92YK68817/China-1-to-2500000-Scale-Quaternary-Geological-Map-9-sheets
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/CV27PV3BDSV54METNQCYRG7JT0/China-1-to-4000000-Scale-Geological-Map-2-sheets
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/6GMRGR3J6DHZM9ECXH936CKE42/China-1-to-5000000-Scale-Metallic-Resources-Map
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/1MBCPVSS4ZHKM3TJ25B4AR5275/China-1-to-5000000-Scale-Mineral-Resources-Map
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/VWE7QDYT4EDHMRPMQQ83KB1JB2/China-1-to-5000000-Scale-Nonmetallic-Resources-Map
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/3KPYCARFHFK441J2KD5BWR7B83/The-World-1-to-30000000-Scale-Topographic-Map-Series-1145-NGA
https://geospatial.com/data/population-data/gca/
https://geospatial.com/data/population-data/gca/
https://geospatial.com/contact/
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/Z2GRR4PF2C364WJ1K2ABSD0ZH5/Soviet-Military-City-Plans
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/QTP7ZB5NBZYGMZP3GH9XPHK702/Soviet-Military-1-to-100000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/77014Y2GDJZK43ASM3GNFAABT3/Soviet-Military-1-to-200000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/T8P0H6YWWP7J4DECDSQ1A9K5W0/Soviet-Military-1-to-500000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/9AQKRAY3PDW8M22RNMDVK1VT24/Soviet-Military-1-to-1000000-Scale-Topographic-Maps


Nautical
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
NGA Nautical Charts POD Certified (All Scales) NGA Varies 1943 – 2013 4,517

Aeronautical
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Joint Operations Graphic (JOG 1501A) 1:250,000 – Aeronautical DMA 1:250,000 1958 – 2007 6,380
Tactical Pilotage Chart (TPC) 1:500,000 Scale – Aeronautical DMA 1:500,000 1967 – 2006 618
Operational Navigation Chart (ONC) 1:1,000,000 Scale – Aeronautical DMA 1:1,000,000 1969 – 2001 248
Jet Navigation Chart (JNC) 1:2,000,000 Scale – Aeronautical (Pushed-to-
Shop) DMA 1:2,000,000 1971 – 1999 117

Global Navigation and Planning Chart (GNC) 1:5,000,000 Scale –
Aeronautical DMA 1:5,000,000 1981 – 1999 27

Note: East View Geospatial is continuously sourcing new resources that may not yet be listed in Global Explorer. Please contact us if you
have geodata needs beyond what is listed above and we will be happy to discuss available off-the-shelf and custom solutions.

Shop all products in Global Explorer

Historical Country Mapping Information

Jump to: Topographic | GIS/Vector | Nautical | Geological/Scientific | Vegetation/Forestry | Atlas | Tourist/Reference

Country Profile (PDF)

Topographic

The National Geographic Institute (NGI) of the Ministry of Construction and Transportation is the South Korean official mapping
agency. It was established under this name in 1974, and is responsible for national mapping, and geodetic and photogrammetric
surveying activities. Official maps use the Transverse Mercator projection, Bessel ellipsoid, and employ a UTM grid. A 1:25,000 scale map
in 768 sheets was started in 1967 and completed in 1974. This five-color series shows relief with 10 m contours and is revised every two
years in urban areas, every four years in rural areas and every eight years in mountainous regions according to the amount of unit change
in the individual map sheet. A 293-sheet 1:50,000 scale map was derived from 1:25,000 scale surveys between 1975 and 1979 and is
revised simultaneously with the corresponding 1:25,000 sheets.

After the completion of 1:25,000 and 1:50,000 scale series effort shifted to the compilation of larger scale mapping. A 1:5,000 scale now
forms the Korean base mapping for all of the country apart from mountainous areas, and was completed in 15,813 sheets in 1996. Relief
is shown with 5 m contours. Since 1990 NGI has produced multi-color 1:10,000 scale mapping of urban areas derived from the national
1:5,000 series. Of the intended total of 293 maps, 209 had been produced by the end of 1996. Like the Japanese GSI, NGI produces a
coastal topographic map series. Comprising 195 sheets and started in 1977, about 75 percent of coastal areas are now covered.

Smaller scale series are also maintained. A 13-sheet 1:250,000 map was completed in 1985 and revised in 1991, and 1:1 000 000
coverage was generalized from this source in 1993.

The military mapping agency in Korea is the National Ministry of Defence.

Soviet military topographic mapping of South Korea exists at the following scales: 1:1,000,000 (4 sheets, complete coverage, published
1985-1987); 1:500,000 (10 sheets, complete coverage, published 1983-1985); 1:200,000 (35 sheets, complete coverage, published
1981-1983); 1:100,000 (111 sheets, complete coverage, published 1981-1994); 1:50,000 (378 sheets, complete coverage, published
1979-1992) and city (1:10,000 to 1:25,000) topographic mapping of 14 major cities from Chinju (Jinju-si) to Wonju (Wonju-si) published
between 1979 and 1982. These product are available in print, digital raster and digital vector GIS formats from East View Geospatial.

Back to top

https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/EHG2ESRQRT9C45TK0DNGSX4B52/NGA-Nautical-Charts-POD-Certified-All-Scales
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/X74S8EATYTD74V2EKMVCV643F3/Joint-Operations-Graphic-JOG-1501A-1-to-250000-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/B7293GP6J94R4G2Z5WGN4XJ1P7/Tactical-Pilotage-Chart-TPC-1-to-500000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/BEXEJDJM09AMMF6CPAPH1BP5C4/Operational-Navigation-Chart-ONC-1-to-1000000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/0DW1DKVFB1PQMJE2HH6XPYYNH5/Jet-Navigation-Chart-JNC-1-to-2000000-Scale-Aeronautical-Pushed-to-Shop
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/0DW1DKVFB1PQMJE2HH6XPYYNH5/Jet-Navigation-Chart-JNC-1-to-2000000-Scale-Aeronautical-Pushed-to-Shop
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/ZFY15YFSVY2HMJ6C8Z1SPPDN72/Global-Navigation-and-Planning-Chart-GNC-1-to-5000000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/ZFY15YFSVY2HMJ6C8Z1SPPDN72/Global-Navigation-and-Planning-Chart-GNC-1-to-5000000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/
https://geospatial.com/contact/
https://shop.geospatial.com
https://geospatial.com/?pdf=true


GIS/Vector

In addition hard copy mapping, NGI has been producing digital base mapping since 1991. More rapid progress towards digital conversion
was achieved from 1995 after the beginning of the National geographic information system master plan. Involving the collaboration of
public and private sectors the first phase of this major investment was completed by 1998 and involved topographic data capture. 22,580
topographic maps at 1:1,000 scale needed to be digitized, covering the 73 largest towns and cities, either by direct photogrammetric data
capture or by scanning and vectorizing of existing maps. 11,430 1:5,000 scale sheets for non-urban lowland areas of the country had been
digitized by the end of 1997 and 159 1:25,000 scale maps for mountainous areas form the remainder of the topographic database. This
topographic data was structured into 10 thematic layers. From 1998 more specialist thematic databases have been established. A third
strand is the digital conversion of underground facility maps. A pilot study of digital cadastral mapping in Changwon was completed in
1997 with a view to establishing an integrated cadastral information system.

Back to top

Nautical

The Office of Hydrographic Affairs (Taehanmin-Guk Suroguk) in the Ministry of Construction and Transportation was
established in 1949 and is responsible for the publication and maintenance of hydrographic and bathymetric charting, including harbour
and coastal charts and sailing charts for the leisure user. Their range of charts now numbers about 320 and covers the East China, the
Philippines and South China Seas.

Back to top

Geological/Scientific

Earth science mapping of South Korea is now the responsibility of the Korea Institute of Geology, Mining and Materials (KIGAM)
which in 1991 assumed the responsibilities of the Korea Institute of Energy and Resources. A geological survey office was established
as long ago as 1918, but modern geological mapping of South Korea can be traced to the foundation of a geological survey in Seoul in
1961. There is now 83 percent complete coverage of the country in a 1:50,000 scale full-color map using topographic sheet-lines, many of
the 239 sheets are published in bilingual editions. 1:250,000 coverage in 15 sheets was completed in 1973 and is also published in
English and Korean parallel texts. A 1:25,000 scale map is in progress for selected areas and has been the focus for most effort since the
late 1980s.

Back to top

Vegetation/Forestry

Forest mapping of South Korea includes two 1:25,000 scale series produced by the Forest Resources Management Division, mapping
forest types and land use for forestry planning. These series were revised in 1990 and have been captured into an ARC/INFO-based GIS.
Soil mapping is carried out by the Soil Surveys and Physics Division of the Rural Development Administration, including 1:25,000
scale interpretive maps, which are also now maintained as part of a GIS-based soil information system.

Back to top



Visit https://geospatial.com/country_profiles/korea-south/ for more information or to place an order.

Atlas

NGI is also responsible for the compilation and publication of the national atlas, which appeared in 1994 and included 134 thematic
maps. It is intended to revise this every 10 years. A digital version of the national atlas was published in 1995.

Back to top

Tourist/Reference

Chungang Map and Atlas Company is the longest established and largest commercial map publisher in South Korea and the official
civilian distributor of NGI maps. Chungang publishes tourist mapping of South Korea and of the whole of the peninsula, as well as town
mapping of Seoul. Other commercial publishers include Hankuk Map Company, and Ujin Chido Munhwa Sa, which issues a general
atlas of North Korea, and Kyong-ln Publishing Company which publishes topographic coverage of the North in two atlas volumes.
Western commercially published mapping of Korea is available from Nelles Verlag. The Hungarian agency Cartographia issues a
western language town map of Seoul.
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