
Country Profile: Lesotho
Country Profile (PDF)

Country Resources

Topographic
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets

Lesotho 1:250,000 Scale Topographic Maps Department of Lands, Surveys & Physical
Planning 1:250,000 1994 – 1994 2

Lesotho 1:50,000 Scale Topographic Maps (L50 / DOS 421) Directorate of Overseas Surveys 1:50,000 1994 – 1994 60

Thematic
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
The World 1:30,000,000 Scale Topographic Map Series 1145 (NGA) DMA 1:30,000,000 – 2

Global Census Archive: GIS Census Data

East View Geospatial has an ongoing effort to add GIS census data to our Global Census Archive program. Please contact us for the status
and availability of Lesotho census resources.

Global Resources

Topographic
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets

Soviet Military City Plans Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie
General’nogo shtaba (Soviet Union) Varies 1944 – 2003 3017

Soviet Military 1:100,000 Scale Topographic Maps Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie
General’nogo shtaba (Soviet Union) 1:100,000 1947 – 1999 24897

Soviet Military 1:200,000 Scale Topographic Maps Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie
General’nogo shtaba (Soviet Union) 1:200,000 1949 – 2009 17799

Soviet Military 1:500,000 Scale Topographic Maps Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie
General’nogo shtaba (Soviet Union) 1:500,000 1953 – 1998 3093

Nautical
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
NGA Nautical Charts POD Certified (All Scales) National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency Varies 1943 – 2013 4517

Aeronautical
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Joint Operations Graphic (JOG) 1:250,000 – Aeronautical Defence Mapping Agency 1:250,000 1958 – 2007 4204
Tactical Pilotage Chart (TPC) 1:500,000 Scale – Aeronautical Defence Mapping Agency 1:500,000 1967 – 2006 598
Operational Navigation Chart (ONC) 1:1,000,000 Scale – Aeronautical Defence Mapping Agency 1:1,000,000 1969 – 2001 243
Jet Navigation Chart (JNC) 1:2,000,000 Scale – Aeronautical Defence Mapping Agency 1:2,000,000 1971 – 1999 117
Global Navigation and Planning Chart (GNC) 1:5,000,000 Scale –
Aeronautical Defence Mapping Agency 1:5,000,000 1981 – 1999 27

https://geospatial.com/?pdf=true
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/YQ1RDDBC7MCMM8YWX8H65KRGH5/Lesotho-1-to-250000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/ZPW3J504D06Q4C60WBC5CNVMQ1/Lesotho-1-to-50000-Scale-Topographic-Maps-L50-DOS-421
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/3KPYCARFHFK441J2KD5BWR7B83/The-World-1-to-30000000-Scale-Topographic-Map-Series-1145-NGA
https://geospatial.com/data/population-data/gca/
https://geospatial.com/data/population-data/gca/
https://geospatial.com/contact/
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/Z2GRR4PF2C364WJ1K2ABSD0ZH5/Soviet-Military-City-Plans
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/QTP7ZB5NBZYGMZP3GH9XPHK702/Soviet-Military-1-to-100000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/77014Y2GDJZK43ASM3GNFAABT3/Soviet-Military-1-to-200000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/T8P0H6YWWP7J4DECDSQ1A9K5W0/Soviet-Military-1-to-500000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/EHG2ESRQRT9C45TK0DNGSX4B52/NGA-Nautical-Charts-POD-Certified-All-Scales
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/X74S8EATYTD74V2EKMVCV643F3/Joint-Operations-Graphic-JOG-1-to-250000-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/B7293GP6J94R4G2Z5WGN4XJ1P7/Tactical-Pilotage-Chart-TPC-1-to-500000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/BEXEJDJM09AMMF6CPAPH1BP5C4/Operational-Navigation-Chart-ONC-1-to-1000000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/0DW1DKVFB1PQMJE2HH6XPYYNH5/Jet-Navigation-Chart-JNC-1-to-2000000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/ZFY15YFSVY2HMJ6C8Z1SPPDN72/Global-Navigation-and-Planning-Chart-GNC-1-to-5000000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/ZFY15YFSVY2HMJ6C8Z1SPPDN72/Global-Navigation-and-Planning-Chart-GNC-1-to-5000000-Scale-Aeronautical


Geoscientific
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets

Soviet Military 1:1,000,000 Scale Topographic Maps Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie
General’nogo shtaba (Soviet Union) 1:1,000,000 1948 – 1994 1089

Note: East View Geospatial is continuously sourcing new resources that may not yet be listed in Global Explorer. Please contact us if you
have geodata needs beyond what is listed above and we will be happy to discuss available off-the-shelf and custom solutions.

Shop all products in Global Explorer

Historical Country Mapping Information

Jump to: Topographic | Geological/Scientific | Vegetation/Forestry | Tourist/Reference

Country Profile (PDF)

Topographic

Land-locked Lesotho is surrounded by South Africa and gained its independence in 1966. Mapping systems were established by British
colonial agencies when the territory was Basutoland in the 1950s. The British Directorate of Overseas Surveys (DOS), (now Ordnance
Survey International (OSI)) collaborated with the national mapping agency the Department of Lands Surveys and Physical
Planning (LSPP) to map the country in a series at 1:50,000 scale. Later versions of this 60-sheet series still serve as the national map,
and are published on the Transverse Mercator projection, modified Clarke 1880 ellipsoid, with the South African Survey grid. The third
restructured edition was completed in 1983 and based upon new aerial coverage with 20 m contours – subsequent versions of the map
use a sequential numbering system. An in-house revision program is under way for some lowland areas of the country. Other larger scale
topographic programs have resulted in 1:20,000 Basic agricultural areas mapping, published in 1980 in 80 four-colour sheets with 10 m
or 20 m contours covering the western third of the country, as well as a number of more local line and contoured ortho-image map
projects at 1:10,000 scale, including seven-sheet coverage of Maseru revised to 1990, and 1:25,000 scale maps of the Thaba-Tsaka region.
Other LSPP mapping includes 1:250,000 scale line and image maps giving two-sheet coverage of the country. There is also an extensive
program of cadastral mapping and major settlements are all mapped at either 1:5,000 or 1:2,500 scale; most are issued as diazo editions,
but some are contoured ortho-photo editions.

Soviet military topographic mapping of Lesotho exists at the following scales: 1:1,000,000 (1 sheet, complete coverage, published in
1978); 1:500,000 (2 sheets, complete coverage, published in 1986) and 1:200,000 (10 sheets, complete coverage, published in 1985).
These products are available in print, digital raster and digital vector GIS formats from East View Geospatial.

Back to top

Geological/Scientific

The national earth sciences mapping agency is the Department of Mines and Geology (LDMG). The country is mapped in a composite
(1:50,000 to 1:100,000) scale series, compiled in the early 1980s with British aid and jointly published with DOS. Western and northern
areas are available as 15 full-colour 1:50,000 sheets on topographic sheet lines, the remaining two-thirds of Lesotho is published in 12
1:100,000 maps mostly covering half-degree quadrangles. These maps incorporate explanations of the geology on the sheets themselves.
1:250,000 scale mapping of the country is also available and a 1:500,000 scale gravity map has also been published.

A 1:250,000 scale hydrogeological map of Lesotho was compiled in 1994 by the Hydrological and Meteorological Services Branch of
the Ministry of Land Energy and Mining, who have also produced a 1:1,000,000 scale hydrogeological coverage of the country in
conjunction with the United National Development Program.
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Visit https://geospatial.com/country_profiles/lesotho/ for more information or to place an order.

Vegetation/Forestry

The Regional Centre for Services in Surveying Mapping and Remote Sensing (RCSSMRS) Nairobi recently completed land cover
mapping of Lesotho at 1:100,000 scale, derived from SPOT imagery. Space maps covering the whole country at 1:50,000 were also
published, and included some topographic enhancements. These two products formed part of the French-sponsored SIRENE project
(SPOT for the Inventory of Resources and Natural Environment). DOS also carried out a variety of land resource mapping in the 1960s
and 1970s, including three themes mapped at 1:250,000 scale. Responsibility for these maps passed to the Land Use Planning
Department (LUPD) of the Ministry of Agriculture.
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Tourist/Reference

A 1:400,000 scale tourist map is currently being developed and a database of geographic names has been completed.

A town map of Maseru is published by Intratex Holdings and a general road map of the country is issued by Map Studio.
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