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Country Resources

Topographic

Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Egypt 1:50,000 Scale Topographic Maps (DMA P777) DMA 1:50,000 1978 - 1999 13
Yemen 1:500,000 Scale Topographic Maps (PDRY) MSD (PDRY) 1:500,000 1984 13
Yemen 1:1,000,000 Scale Topographic Maps (PDRY) MSD (PDRY) 1:1,000,000 1984 4
Jordan 1:250,000 Scale Topographic Maps RJGC 1:250,000 1992 13
Bahrain 1:50,000 Scale Topographic Maps SD 1:50,000 1986 2
Geoscientific

Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Oman 1:1,000,000 Scale Geological Maps DGM 1:1,000,000 1993 1
Ethiopia 1:2,000,000 Scale Geological Map EGS 1:2,000,000 1996 1
Yemen 1:250,000 Scale Geological Maps MOM 1:250,000 1991 8
Saudi Arabia 1:500,000 Scale Geological Maps ASD 1:500,000 1956 - 1982 21
Saudi Arabia 1:250,000 Scale Geological Maps MPMR 1:250,000 1977 - 2010 74

Iraq (and western Iran) 1:1,000,000 Scale Geological Map RR 1:1,000,000 1987 1
Egypt 1:2,000,000 Scale Geological Map EGSMA 1:2,000,000 1981 1
Thematic

Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
The World 1:30,000,000 Scale Topographic Map Series 1145 (NGA) DMA 1:30,000,000 2

Global Census Archive: GIS Census Data

East View Geospatial has an ongoing effort to add GIS census data to our Global Census Archive program. Please contact us for the status

and availability of Saudi Arabia census resources.

Global Resources

Topographic

Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Soviet Military City Plans VTU GSh Varies 1944 - 2003 3,020
Soviet Military 1:100,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:100,000 1947 - 1999 24,897
Soviet Military 1:200,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:200,000 1949 - 2009 17,799
Soviet Military 1:500,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:500,000 1953 - 1998 3,093
Nautical

Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
NGA Nautical Charts POD Certified (All Scales) NGA Varies 1943 - 2013 4,517
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Aeronautical

Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Joint Operations Graphic (JOG 1501A) 1:250,000 - Aeronautical DMA 1:250,000 1958 - 2007 4,204
Tactical Pilotage Chart (TPC) 1:500,000 Scale - Aeronautical DMA 1:500,000 1967 - 2006 598
Operational Navigation Chart (ONC) 1:1,000,000 Scale - Aeronautical DMA 1:1,000,000 1969 - 2001 243
Jet Navigation Chart (JNC) 1:2,000,000 Scale - Aeronautical DMA 1:2,000,000 1971 -1999 117
Global Nayigation and Planning Chart (GNC) 1:5,000,000 Scale - DMA 1:5,000,000 1981 - 1999 27
Aeronautical

Geoscientific

Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Soviet Military 1:1,000,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:1,000,000 1948 - 1994 1,089

Note: East View Geospatial is continuously sourcing new resources that may not yet be listed in Global Explorer. Please contact us if you
have geodata needs beyond what is listed above and we will be happy to discuss available off-the-shelf and custom solutions.

Shop all products in Global Explorer

Historical Country Mapping Information
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Country Profile (PDF)

Topographic

The first modern mapping of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was established after an inter-governmental agreement with the United States
in 1954. 1:500,000 scale mapping was compiled from aerial photographs by United States Geological Survey (USGS) and published in
two parallel series, each covering Saudi Arabia in 21 sheets. These maps comprised a four-color geographical edition and a geological
map, prepared with ground interpretation by the Arabian American Oil Company (ARAMCO), and were used as sources for the
compilation of 1:2,000,000 scale coverage of the Kingdom. The maps have been revised and are available from the civilian earth science
and topographic mapping agency of the Kingdom, the Deputy Ministry for Mineral Resources (DMMR) in the Ministry of Petroleum
and Mineral Resources in Jiddah.

1:50,000 and 1:100,000 scale topographic programs were established in the 1960s on the UTM projection, International ellipsoid, by
Clyde Surveys, Great Britain, in a contract with the Aerial Survey Department, another branch of the Ministry of Petroleum and
Mineral Resources. This work also saw the creation of numerous large scale city and wadi maps of the country. Since 1975 topographic
coverage of Saudi Arabia has also been produced by the Military Survey Department, in the Ministry of Defence and Aviation. These
civilian and military programs were compiled on contract by a number of different western agencies and published as six-color photomaps
(for desert areas) or as full-color line mapping. Maps are on the Transverse Mercator projection, Clarke 1880 ellipsoid, with a UTM grid.
Each 1:50,000 sheet covers a 15" x 15" quadrangle, while 1:100,000 scale sheets cover areas of 30" x 30". Coverage has progressively
extended starting from the areas of greatest economic interest where petroleum exploration is taking place. Larger scale topographic
mapping has been carried out in some parts of the country, notably a 1:25,000 scale survey of the Jiddah and Riyadh region, and urban
mapping has been issued at a number of larger scales.

Soviet military topographic mapping of Saudi Arabia is available at the following scales: 1:1,000,000 (17 sheets, complete coverage,
published 1973-1990); 1:500,000 (46 sheets, complete coverage, published 1972-1989); 1:200,000 (314 sheets, complete coverage,
published 1972-1991); 1:100,000 (314 sheets, primarily northern and coastal coverage, published 1975-1986) and city (1:10,000 to
1:25,000) topographic mapping of Al Hufuf, Jeddah, Mecca, Medina and Riyadh published between 1978 and 1983. These products are
available in print, digital raster and digital vector GIS formats from East View Geospatial.
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GIS/Vector

DMMR is using digital mapping in internal information systems, and for the compilation of other products, for example the Kingdom-wide
Atlas of mineral resources published in 1993. A revised version of the 1:2,000,000 scale map of the Arabian Peninula has been prepared
in conjunction with ARAMCO and the former United States Defense Mapping Agency, (now National Imagery and Mapping Agency
(NIMA)) on a LANDSAT image base, showing cultural and physical features.

EDX Engineering an American commercial vendor has captured digital terrain data for Saudi Arabia.
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Geological/Scientific

USGS and the French Bureau de Recherches Géologiques et Minieres (BRGM) have participated in DMMR mapping programs and
both maintain headquarters attached to the DMMR building in Jeddah. Since 1963 a 1:100,000 scale geological program has been
carried out and is now completed in 253 sheets for all of the oil-rich Arabian shield. Other 1:100,000 scale geoscience maps are also
published for some areas, as mineral investigation sheets and industrial mineral resources maps.

Satellite data have also been used since the mid-1970s in the production of 1:250,000 scale mapping and geodetically controlled two-color
LANDSAT image mosaics are used as bases in topographic and geological programmes. These series now cover most of Saudi Arabia,
apart from the most remote and unsettled desert areas, with sheet sizes of 1° latitude by 1° 30" longitude. Three editions are published: a
full color geological printing, a geographic edition with settlement, drainage and communication information overlaid on a LANDSAT
image base, and a combination of geology and image map. These maps are derived from six 1:100,000 scale quads, supplemented by field
checking and are accompanied by explanatory notes. Other 1:250,000 scale mapping on the same sheet lines includes hydrogeological
and aeromagnetic mapping.
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Thematic

Thematic mapping of Saudi Arabia has been published, mostly at 1:2,000,000 scale in the Tobinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients.
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Atlas

A historical gazetteer of Arabia was started in the late 1970s under the editorship of A.A. Sceville, and follows the pattern of Iranian and
Afghanistani multi-volume works also published by Akademische Druck und Verlagsanstalt, Graz, Austria.
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Cadaster

Cadastral mapping of Saudi Arabia is the responsibility of the Director General for Surveying in the Ministry of Municipal and
Rural Affairs, Deputy Ministry for Town Planning.
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Tourist/Reference

Farsi Maps Jiddah is the most important commercial publisher in the Kingdom with a range including town maps of Riyadh, Jiddah and
Mecca, image maps, atlases and road and tourist maps. Amongst other commercially available mapping of Saudi Arabia are regularly
revised maps from GEOprojects, and Kimmerly+Frey (K+F), and from Iranian publisher Sahab.
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