
Country Profile: Sri Lanka
Country Profile (PDF)

Country Resources

Topographic
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Sri Lanka 1:10,000 Scale Topographic Maps SLSD 1:10,000 1981 – 2004 476
Sri Lanka 1:50,000 Scale Topographic Maps SLSD 1:50,000 1987 – 2018 89
Sri Lanka 1:250,000 Scale Topographic Maps SLSD 1:250,000 2013 4

Nautical
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Sri Lanka Nautical Charts (All Scales) NHO Varies 1998 – 2004 7

Geoscientific
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Sri Lanka 1:50,000 Scale Geological Maps GSMB 1:50,000 2009 – 2012 3
Sri Lanka 1:100,000 Scale Geological Maps GSMB 1:100,000 1995 – 2011 22

Thematic
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
The World 1:30,000,000 Scale Topographic Map Series 1145 (NGA) DMA 1:30,000,000 2
Sri Lanka District Maps SLSD Varies 2011 – 2012 6

Global Census Archive: GIS Census Data

East View Geospatial has an ongoing effort to add GIS census data to our Global Census Archive program. Please contact us for the status
and availability of Sri Lanka census resources.

Global Resources

Topographic
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Soviet Military City Plans VTU GSh Varies 1944 – 2003 3,020
Soviet Military 1:100,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:100,000 1947 – 1999 24,897
Soviet Military 1:200,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:200,000 1949 – 2009 17,799
Soviet Military 1:500,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:500,000 1953 – 1998 3,093
Soviet Military 1:1,000,000 Scale Topographic Maps VTU GSh 1:1,000,000 1948 – 1994 1,089

Nautical
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
NGA Nautical Charts POD Certified (All Scales) NGA Varies 1943 – 2013 4,517

https://geospatial.com/?pdf=true
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/YDQ4TQS7JAKR44YDTHGJ4HGE73/Sri-Lanka-1-to-10000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/Q5H7NJXMXF83MEYZVHK406Z014/Sri-Lanka-1-to-50000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/5JG03RHEAE8G4AEP3TQZPQ9884/Sri-Lanka-1-to-250000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/TWGJ2WHE5ECCM46X03KMV5S3D7/Sri-Lanka-Nautical-Charts-All-Scales
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/NMNPEV76YSQ94FAPY4AS45VBT2/Sri-Lanka-1-to-50000-Scale-Geological-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/VZZVJN1H4JX0M52AVPKN9S6XH3/Sri-Lanka-1-to-100000-Scale-Geological-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/3KPYCARFHFK441J2KD5BWR7B83/The-World-1-to-30000000-Scale-Topographic-Map-Series-1145-NGA
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/RY6433RN2JBA4Q2J6SVKNJ26P1/Sri-Lanka-District-Maps
https://geospatial.com/data/population-data/gca/
https://geospatial.com/data/population-data/gca/
https://geospatial.com/contact/
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/Z2GRR4PF2C364WJ1K2ABSD0ZH5/Soviet-Military-City-Plans
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/QTP7ZB5NBZYGMZP3GH9XPHK702/Soviet-Military-1-to-100000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/77014Y2GDJZK43ASM3GNFAABT3/Soviet-Military-1-to-200000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/T8P0H6YWWP7J4DECDSQ1A9K5W0/Soviet-Military-1-to-500000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/9AQKRAY3PDW8M22RNMDVK1VT24/Soviet-Military-1-to-1000000-Scale-Topographic-Maps
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/EHG2ESRQRT9C45TK0DNGSX4B52/NGA-Nautical-Charts-POD-Certified-All-Scales


Aeronautical
Series Publisher Scale Years Sheets
Joint Operations Graphic (JOG 1501A) 1:250,000 – Aeronautical DMA 1:250,000 1958 – 2007 6,380
Tactical Pilotage Chart (TPC) 1:500,000 Scale – Aeronautical DMA 1:500,000 1967 – 2006 598
Operational Navigation Chart (ONC) 1:1,000,000 Scale – Aeronautical DMA 1:1,000,000 1969 – 2001 243
Jet Navigation Chart (JNC) 1:2,000,000 Scale – Aeronautical DMA 1:2,000,000 1971 – 1999 117
Global Navigation and Planning Chart (GNC) 1:5,000,000 Scale –
Aeronautical DMA 1:5,000,000 1981 – 1999 27

Note: East View Geospatial is continuously sourcing new resources that may not yet be listed in Global Explorer. Please contact us if you
have geodata needs beyond what is listed above and we will be happy to discuss available off-the-shelf and custom solutions.

Shop all products in Global Explorer

Historical Country Mapping Information
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Country Profile (PDF)

Topographic

The Sri Lanka Survey Department (SLSD) carries out geodetic, cadastral and topographical surveying and publishes official mapping
of Sri Lanka. Its history can be traced back to the establishment of a survey office in Colombo in 1800. Survey of India mapping of the
island in the nineteenth century included quarter-inch coverage and larger scale cadastral mapping, and following reorganization of
mapping in 1897 a one-inch topographic map was started. This series on a Transverse Mercator projection, Everest ellipsoid was
completed in 1924. The current specification uses 100 ft contours, updated from aerial photographic coverage and is published in seven
colors.

New 1:50,000 scale maps started to appear in 1983 in the Agricultural base mapping project. This series covers Sri Lanka in 89 sheets
and also uses the Transverse Mercator projection, Everest ellipsoid, with relief shown by 10 m contours in flatter areas and 20 m contours
in hilly regions. This series serves as a topographic map, but also gives a detailed breakdown of land cover and land use. 1:10,000 scale
mapping of Sri Lanka has also been started. Some 25 sheets are published for each 1:50,000 quadrangle; complete national coverage
would comprise of 1,835 sheets. By May 1997 334 sheets had been published, covering areas of highest development potential. These
multi-color maps also feature a detailed land use classification, and show relief with a 2 m contour interval on the plains and a 5 m
interval in hilly regions. A new 1:250,000 scale map in four sheets was recently published to replace the regularly revised quarter-inch
map.

Soviet military topographic mapping of Sri Lanka is available at the following scales: 1:1,000,000 (2 sheets, complete coverage, published
in 1974); 1:500,000 (5 sheets, complete coverage, published 1963-1973); 1:200,000 (19 sheets, complete coverage, published in 1973)
and a city (1:10,000) topographic map of Colombo published in 1979. These products are available in print, digital raster and digital
vector GIS formats from East View Geospatial.

Back to top

Nautical

Hydrographic charting of Sri Lankan waters is carried out by the Hydrographic Office within the National Aquatic Resources
Agency (NARA).

Back to top

https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/X74S8EATYTD74V2EKMVCV643F3/Joint-Operations-Graphic-JOG-1501A-1-to-250000-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/B7293GP6J94R4G2Z5WGN4XJ1P7/Tactical-Pilotage-Chart-TPC-1-to-500000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/BEXEJDJM09AMMF6CPAPH1BP5C4/Operational-Navigation-Chart-ONC-1-to-1000000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/0DW1DKVFB1PQMJE2HH6XPYYNH5/Jet-Navigation-Chart-JNC-1-to-2000000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/ZFY15YFSVY2HMJ6C8Z1SPPDN72/Global-Navigation-and-Planning-Chart-GNC-1-to-5000000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/publication/ZFY15YFSVY2HMJ6C8Z1SPPDN72/Global-Navigation-and-Planning-Chart-GNC-1-to-5000000-Scale-Aeronautical
https://shop.geospatial.com/
https://geospatial.com/contact/
https://shop.geospatial.com
https://geospatial.com/?pdf=true


Geological/Scientific

The Geological Survey Department, renamed the Sri Lanka Geological Survey and Mines Bureau (SLGSMB) in 1993, has been
responsible for geophysical and geological surveying and mapping. By 1975 reconnaissance level detail at a one-inch scale had been
collected for the whole of Sri Lanka, and data was reduced to a published 1:500,000 scale map, published with Australian assistance in
1982. Further themes at this scale were issued in 1983.

Back to top

Soil

Thematic mapping of Sri Lanka is compiled by the Land Use Division of the Sri Lanka Irrigation Department. 1:50,000 scale soil and
land classification series were compiled on provincial sheet lines in the early 1990s.

Back to top

Vegetation/Forestry

A variety of thematic maps have also been issued. A one-inch scale monochrome map series depicting soil and land forms, and a series of
maps showing land use and forest cover were compiled in the 1960s. Smaller scale coverage concentrates upon environmental and
agricultural themes.

A full-color 1:100,000 scale series depicts land use on administrative district sheet lines, and has been in progress since the early 1980s.
This map was compiled in conjunction with the SLSD’s Center for Remote Sensing, who have also produced a forest cover map, and an
image map of the country. Most of these maps are published in English language versions.

Back to top

Atlas

A useful soft cover atlas of the country was published in 1997 by Arjuna Consulting Company, including many full color thematic maps
at 1:1,650,000 scale. Arjuna also published the best recent A-Z street atlas of Colombo.

The national atlas of Sri Lanka was published by SLSD in 1988, and provides the best thematic overview, with maps at 1:1,000,000 scale.

Back to top

Cadaster

SLSD also publishes larger scale town survey maps for over 100 urban areas in the country, many of which are now issued to new metric
specifications at 1:2,000 scale. The capital area is covered in a greater number of urban scales, including 1:1,000 (two series), 1:2,000,
and administrative coverage at 1:12,672, with single-sheet tourist town maps also published.

Back to top



Visit https://geospatial.com/country_profiles/sri-lanka/ for more information or to place an order.

Tourist/Reference

Several overseas commercial publishers issue tourist maps of the country, including Indian town and tourist publisher TTK, and maps
from German firms Berndtson & Berndtson (B&B), Karto + Grafik, Nelles Verlag and Ryborsch.
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